
To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Schmauder, Craig R SES (US)[craig.r.schmauder.civ@mail.mil] 
Peck, Gregory 
Mon 8/1/2016 5:23:58 PM 
FW: WATER POLLUTION: Army Corps officials recommend rejecting Ariz. copper mine 

WATER POLLUTION: Army Corps officials recommend rejecting Ariz. 
copper mine 

Published: Friday, July 29, 2016 

ED_001077 _00010853-00001 



Regional Army Corps of Engineers officials this week recommended their agency not issue permits for a 
controversial Arizona copper mine overlapping the territory roamed by America's only known jaguar. 

The Army Corps' Los Angeles District, which oversees Arizona, sent a recommendation to South Pacific 
Division headquarters in San Francisco about dredge-and-fill operations at the proposed Rosemont mine 
near Tucson, Ariz. 

Army Corps procedure dictates that recommendations be sent up the chain of command if they advise 
rejecting permit applications. 

While the Army Corps does not discuss or release such internal deliberations, districts typically send 
recommendations approving Clean Water Act Section 404 permits directly to U.S. EPA. That agency has 
a controversial veto authority and has already expressed strong concerns about the project's impact on 
waterways May 6, 2015). 

The South Pacific Division has not yet made a final decision, which is expected in the coming months. 

Environmentalists have long protested the 5,431-acre mine proposal in the Coronado National Forest-
home to El Jete the jaguar. 

The Tucson-based Center for Biological Diversity threatened to sue the Forest Service last month after 
the agency ruled "reasonable and prudent" mitigation for the project could protect endangered species 
including the jaguar June 30). 

"The corps has apparently concluded what we've known all along -- that the Rosemont mine is simply not 
in the public interest," said Randy Serraglio of the Center for Biological Diversity. 

He added: "In this age of climate change and decades of ongoing drought, the threats to our water, in 
particular, are too egregious to allow this mine to proceed." 
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Hudbay Minerals Inc., however, said "a more senior-level review" was always a possibility for the project. 

Despite hard times financially amid the commodity downturn, the Toronto-based company remains 
committed to the project. 

"It is in no way a final decision," the company said in statement. "Hudbay Arizona will continue to work 
with the agency to satisfy its requirements to grant the permit." 
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